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MARYLAND’S 
LEAD PAINT 

LAWS



REDUCTION 
OF LEAD RISK 

IN 
HOUSING ACT

Title 6, Subtitle 8 
of the 

Environment Article



Goals

 Prevent Childhood Lead Poisoning

 Create and preserve safer, 
affordable rental housing



PRESUMPTIONS

• All paint in a pre-1978 property is presumed to 
be lead based paint. 

• A noncompliant owner failed to exercise 
reasonable care.

• A compliant owner exercised reasonable care.



WHO MUST COMPLY

Mandatory for all pre-1978 rental units..



EXEMPTIONS FROM LAW

• A rental dwelling unit that was built in 1978 or after.
• A rental dwelling unit built prior to 1978 that is certified  

“lead free” by an accredited MDE inspector and has a valid 
“lead free” certificate on file with MDE.

• A seasonal or transient property such a  hotel or motel.
• A rental dwelling unit that does not have permanent 

provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and 
sanitation.



Reduction of 
Lead Risk in Housing Act

 Registration
 Educational Materials
 Lead Risk Reduction

Title 6, Subtitle 8 of the Environment Article



REGISTRATION

 Register each property listing all units
 Renew registration annually
 Online Registration – www.mde.state.md.us

§§ 6-811, 6-812



DISTRIBUTION OF EDUCATIONAL 
MATERIALS

 Information Distribution
 Tenant’s Rights Package
 EPA – Protect Your Family From Lead in 

Your Home.
 Certificate of Compliance

 Requirements for Distribution
 Inception of Tenancy
 Every 2 Years of Tenancy

§§ 6-820 & 6-823







TYPES OF RISK REDUCTION 
CERTIFICATES

 Lead Free
 Limited Lead Free
 Full Risk Reduction
 Modified Risk Reduction



When Does an Owner have to meet the 
Modified Risk Reduction

Standard?

Triggers for Modified Risk Reduction

 Notice of Child with a EBL >10 
g/dL.

 Notice of Defect from any source.

§ 6-819



Notice

Of

Defect



Report 
of 
Elevated 
Blood 
Lead 
Level





Issuance of Abatement Orders
§ 6-822

 Provides the Department, health departments 
or other local jurisdictions the authority to 
issued abatement orders in response to  a 
report of a lead poisoned person at risk. 

 Abatements may be ordered in any residential 
building, including owner-occupied, rentals, 
child care facilities or pre-school facilities. 

 The Department may enforce the provisions of 
the order.



Title 6, Subtitle 10 
of the 

Environment Article
“Accreditation of Lead Paint Abatement 

Services”



MDE 
ACCREDITATION

• Contractors, Supervisors, 
Inspectors, Risk Assessors 
and Trainers must be 
accredited.

• Workers must be trained.
• Must use safe work practices, 

which are similar to federal 
standards.

§ 6-1002



Authority to Order Compliance & Issue 
Penalties

• Up to $20 per day for failure to register.
• Up to $500 per day, per violation for failure to 

perform risk reduction.
• Up to $25,000 per violation for failure to be 

accredited or follow safe work practices.
• Maximum Penalty of $100,000 per action.

§ § 6-849, 6-850, & 7-266







Maryland Laws Supporting
Title 6, Subtitle 8 of the Environment Article

 Retaliatory Eviction (1994)
 Rent Escrow (1997)
 Reports of Non-Compliance (2003)
 Failure to Pay Rent Hearings (2004)
 Local Registration/Licensure (2004)
 Termination of Lease Agreements (2008)
 Local Housing Code Notices (2009)



Real Property Article
8-208.2- Retaliatory Actions for Informing 

Landlord of Lead Poisoning Hazards

A landlord of real property subject to the 
provisions of Title 6, Subtitle 8 of the 
Environment Article may not evict or take any 
retaliatory action against a tenant primarily as a 
result of the tenant providing information to the 
landlord under Title 6, Subtitle 8 of the 
Environment Article.

1994



Real Property Article
§8-211.1- Failure of Lessor to Remove 

Lead-Based Paint; Rent Escrow

Notwithstanding any provision of law or any 
agreement, whether written or oral, if a landlord 
fails to comply with the applicable risk reduction 
standard under §6-815 or §6-819 of the 
Environmental Article, the tenant may deposit 
the tenant’s rent in an escrow account with the 
clerk of the District Court for the district in which 
the premises are located.

1997



Environment Article
6-848.2- Reports of Non-Compliance

A local government agency shall report to 
the Department any known noncompliance 
of an affected property with this subtitle.

2003



Real Property Article 
8-401(b)(1)(vi)- Failure to Pay Rent

If the property to be repossessed is an 
affected property, the landlord shall 
provide information regarding their 
compliance status with regard to Title 6, 
Subtitle 8 of the Environment  Article. 

2004





Art. 24, §19-103
Local Rental Registration and/or Licensure

Before a local government authorizes or certifies residential property 
to be rented or leased, the owner of the residential property shall 
state in writing to the local government under penalty of perjury:
 That the residential property is not an affected property; or
 That the residential property is an affected property that the 

landlord has registered as required under § 6-811 of the 
Environment Article and for which the landlord has renewed the 
registration as required under §6-812 of the Environment Article; 
and 

 If the current tenant moved into the property on or after February 
24, 1996, the inspection certificate number for the inspection 
conducted for the current tenancy as required under §6-815(c) of 
the Environment Article.

2004



Real Property Article
§8-215-Termination of Lease for Failure to 

Comply with Applicable Risk Reduction

If an owner of an affected property fails to comply with the applicable 
risk reduction standard under §6-815 or §6-819 of the Environmental 
Article, the owner, on the written request of the tenant, shall:

(i) Immediately release the tenant from the terms of the lease or 
rental agreement for that property; and 

(ii) Pay to the tenant all reasonable relocation expenses, not to 
exceed $2,500, directly related to the permanent relocation of the 
tenant to a lead free dwelling unit or another dwelling unit that has 
satisfied the risk reduction standard in accordance with §6-815 of 
the Environmental Article.

2008



Notice of Defect Referrals

 Local Housing Code Violations for Peeling Paint

 Notice of Defect Language

 Triggers Modified Risk Reduction Treatments 
and Inspection

2009



Renovation, Repair Painting Rule

• MDE to seek delegation to administer a 
federal rule that regulates renovations, 
repairs and painting in homes and child 
occupied facilities constructed prior to  
1978.

• At this time contractors performing 
work on pre-1978 rental dwelling units 
must have federal and Maryland 
accreditations.



CONTACT

Maryland Department of the 
Environment

Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
www.mde.state.md.us/lead

410-537-3825

http://www.mde.state.md.us/lead

